Oregon Area Business Meeting Minutes
Sunday, May 23, 2010
Hood River, Oregon

Note from Area Secretary:

The following information is a written record of the business meeting. I have done my best to capture
what actually happened and get it down on paper for you! The discussion notes for the motions do not
contain all of the discussion that actually happened, but should convey a good sense of opinions both
for and against the various motions. Paraphrasing is sometimes necessary. Any amendments of
previous minutes shall appear below.

Thank you©

Call to Order:

Gus P called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM with a moment of silence followed by the serenity prayer.
Mike M., from District 35 read the Preamble. Eric B., from District 1 read the 12 Traditions and the 12
Concepts was read by Suzanne from the ABC group in District 5.

RECOGNITIONS WERE:

Oregon Area Past Delegates: Mark S., (Panel 48), Bruce L (Panel 54), Dave A., (Panel 58), currently

serving as Grapevine Chair

Guests: Reggie, Western Washington, Area 72, Grapevine Literature Committee Chair
Benjamin G, DCM District 7, South Vancouver. Also serves on Washington Finance
Committee

Gus welcomes all New GSR’s and New DCM'’s

Proxies: Fred, Oregon State Penitentiary (OSP); Billy, Santiam Correctional Institute (SCI); Bill, Mill
Creek Correctional Facility (MCCEF)

Gus thanks his sponsor Angel for everything that he has done for him. Next to God, Angel is the one who has
done the most for him.

Announcement: Saturday May 22, 2010 at 11:37 AM, Taneea Browning gave birth to Weston Chase
Browning. He is our newest potential GSR. He weighed 8 Ibs, 4 0z and is so loved by his Mommy & Daddy.

Roll Call: done by Gus P.
Absent: Alternate Delegate, Chase B. Area Secretary, Penny H. CTF, Ted. Translation Chair, Lorena.

Motion to approve minutes made by Dave A., 2nd by member - Minutes are approved

Area Officer Reports
The following gave reports (copies attached)
Delegate Anne M.
Alternate Delegate | Chase B. - Absent read by Gus P
Area Chair Gus P.
Alternate Chair Skip A.
Secretary Penny H. - Absent read by Gus P
Registrar Dave B

Report read by Gus P
Treasurer Ron W.
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The Following Questions or Comments were made during and after the Area Treasurer’s Report:

Quick note to GSR’s & DCMs: If you would take this information back to your districts & meetings to have your
District Treasurer and Group Treasurer to please include their group name, group number, and their GSO
number; have one on the envelope or the insert of the envelope. Also, some groups are sending in two GSO
numbers to Samantha, Alternate Treasurer. If you know the correct one, please advise her of it.

I'would like to go through the process that our Alternate Treasurer goes through when receiving contributions for
Oregon Area.

Process of when contributions are mailed to our Bend address:

o [t goes to a mail outlet called “Pack, Ship, & More” (previously called Mail Box, etc)

e They hold your envelope until they receive 30 or so envelopes

o Then they are placed in a large manila envelope

o Then they are mailed to Alternate Treasurer address (Samantha)

o Alternate Treasurer opens each envelope & checks its content to make sure it is a contribution to Oregon Area

o She then enters the check amount on an Excel spreadsheet showing the district number, group name, and
group service number. You should have a copy of her report at your district table.

o Then the amount is entered on a deposit slip and the amounts are totaled.

o Totals must match the totals on her spreadsheet. If everything matches then the money can be deposited. If it
doesn’t, the error must be found before any deposits can be made.

When Samantha gets an envelope with partial information or individuals sending the contribution, it makes her

job harder and the process of getting your check/contribution even longer. In order to make our Alternate

Treasurer job easier and get your contribution deposited in a timely manner it is very important that you include

your district number, group name, and group service number, if you have one on the envelope or enclosed in the

envelope. Having a contact person and a phone number would also be helpful.

If you see that your check has not cleared, please call or email Samantha or myself.

Correct Bend address: 1900 NE 37dStreet, Suite 106-172, Bend, Oregon 97701. After 5 or 6 years, we are still
getting mail with the wrong address on them. Please pass this information along to your District Treasurer and
Group Treasurer. This address is also in the roster and

Started Quarter with: $25,529.39
Income: $15,598.15
Balance: $41,127.54
Expenditures: $20,291.75

Balance coming into Assembly  $20,835.79
Since there were no questions or comments, Ron did say that if you had any, you could email them directly to him
or phone him.

Motion to approve Treasurers Report by Micki, District 3, 20 by Angela, District 4
Treasurer Report unanimously approved

Gus reminds DCM'’s to please turn in your voting rosters to Registrar David.

Service Committee Reports
All the Area Service Committee Chairs gave reports (copies attached).
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Area Chair Announcements:

Area Committee Announcement

It is with some sadness that I announce that the Area Hospitals Chair Marc C. is stepping down
from that service position. Marc has faithfully served the Oregon Area in a variety of capacities
over many years, and he will be missed. Thank you Marc for all your years of service to the
Oregon Area.

Suzanne B. will rotate into the Chair from her Co-Chair position.

It that regard, I am announcing that I will be pleased to receive service resumes from persons
willing to serve on the Area Hospitals Committee as Co-Chair. Please email or snail mail your
service resumes to me as soon as possible. Thank you.

Assembly Relocated
As part of a cost reduction effort for Assemblies, we are relocating our May 2011 Quarterly
Assembly. We will now be holding our May Assembly next year at the Ashbrook Independent
School in Corvallis on the May 20t to 22nd, 2011. District 21 is our host.
I want to offer the Area’s thanks to District 21 DCM Dave P., who was relentless and extremely
thorough in his investigations to help us cut costs. Well done, Dave.

Award of Assemblies ~ Drum roll please

I am pleased to announce that District 22 will be our hosts for the September 2011 General
Assembly. We will be gathering at the Yamhill County Fairgrounds in McMinnville on the
weekend on September 16th, 2011. Thank you District 22 and DCM Doug Hildreth.

I want to offer the Area’s thanks to District 9 DCM Steve Berry, who worked very hard to
research information and put together preliminary data for a bid effort. Your hard work will
pay off somewhere in the future.

The Area is anxiously looking for Districts to bid on hosting our Assemblies from November
2011 and beyond. We are able to award Assemblies up to 2 years in advance without a motion
being passed by the body.

2010 PACIFIC REGIONAL FORUM
The 2010 Pacific Regional Forum will be held August 27-29, 2010 in Torrance, California at the
Torrance Marriott South Bay Hotel. I hope to see some of you there.

2011 PNC (Pacific Northwest Conference )
Oregon Area will be hosting PNC 2011. Our local hosts will be District 5. PNC 2011 will be
held in Bend, Oregon on the weekend of June 24, 2011. Information flyers are available in the
Registration area here.

Ad Hoc Committees
I would like to announce the formation of two Ad Hoc Committees for the Area:

(a) THE HOTEL PER DIEM COMMITTEE, to be chaired by Area Finance Committee Chair
Michael G. will investigate our current hotel per diem rate.

(b) THE INTREPRETATION EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE, to be chaired by Area Assistant
Web Servant Ric H. will investigate new interpretation equipment for purchase by the
Oregon Area.
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Announcements Related To Next Assembly

Our next Area Assembly will be the September 2010 General Assembly. This is an election
Assembly. We will be holding our September Assembly this year at the Pendleton Convention
Center in Pendleton on the September 3rd thru 5t, 2010. District 3 will be are hosts. See you all
there.

Please remember that we have changed the date and location for the September Assembly from
that originally planned to the dates and location stated above. Please pass this information onto
your Districts” Groups and GSRs.

Miscellaneous Announcements
Extra copies of the Area Newsletter can be found near the door. A big thank you to Newsletter
Chair Rhonda Z. for another wonderful edition.

Thank yous
Bill, our timer, did a great job keeping us on track.

OLD BUSINESS:

No Old Business
NEW BUSINESS:

Motion #1
New Business Motion #2 from February 2010 Assembly

Oregon Area 58 Motion
Submitted by: District 36

Motion:
Effective immediately when taking its own inventory Oregon Area simply asks the attached

questions in order and allows discussion to begin immediately.

Intent/Purpose:
To provide a more effective catalyst for conversation while affording time for thoughtful

dialogue during our inventory proceedings. Taking an Area inventory is critically important
and in order to reap the benefits of this process we must allow for discussion of the issues
presented. These questions, which were
will provide adequate opportunityf or a group “conversation
for us to grow.

Current Practice:
Oregon Area currently engages a process of eliminating talking points from a large list of

options thru a series of votesy dhsesupsi?
times taken the entire time slot allowed for the inventory.

Budgetary Impact:
none
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1) What is the basic purpose of Oregon Area 587

2) What more can Oregon Area do to carry the message?

3) Is Oregon Area attracting alcoholics from different backgrounds? Are we seeing a good
cross section of our community, including those with special needs?

4) Do new members stick with us or does the turnover seem excessive? If so why? What can
we do as an area to retain members?

5) Do we emphasize the importance of counsel with those who have experience in general
service?

6) Are we careful to preserve the anonymity of our trusted servants?

7) Are all members given the opportunity to speak and participate in meetings and business?

8) Mindful that holding office is a great responsibility, not to be viewed as the outcome of a
popularity contest, are we choosing our officers with care?

9) Are we doing all we can to provide an attractive and accessible meeting place?

10)What has the Area done lately to bring the AA message to the attention of professionals in
the community- the physicians, clergy, court officials, educators, and others who are often
the first to see alcoholics in need of help?

11)How is Oregon Area fulfilling its responsibility to the seventh tradition?

12)How can we increase our effectiveness in serving the groups of Oregon Area, the still
suffering alcoholics of Oregon Area, and those with whom we cooperate?

Motion 21 by PJ, District 29

Discussion:

Gus gently reminds everyone that part of our procestoiallow full discussion so that we can reach

an informed decision on these matters. That means that maybe we should not be so eager to call the
guestion, maybe we should look to see how many people want to have further discussion on this.
Another consideration is w should prolably not be repeating what someone else is saying; simply
OAUET ¢ O0) ACOAA xEOE "Ell 10 ) ACOAA xEOE "1 Ao

Josh, District 23: supports this motion. At our previous discussion it seemed the spirit was
trending toward, this is my perception; that we decided to send Chase to an event in a year
and half at which he might learn some other things about inventory. My sense is that we seem
to be holding off on this because we might learn something later. My feeling we can do better
at implementing this immediately and if we learn something else later, we can change it later.
The process we currently undertake seems to me, at times, spending weeks on end measuring
out the columns on the paper getting ready to take my inventory...we’re fixin’ to take our
inventory. Make alist. Let’s get busy to complete this process. I definitely support this
motion.

Jade, District 19: I bring my group conscience and they ask me to bring to the floor their
concern as to whether or not this motion is written in such a way that pressing matters could
take precedence within the list. My group wants to know is there a hierarchy to this, such as
do we do this, then we do this. I was also glad to hear today that it was loosely adopted from
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the group inventory. My group found some confusion in that some of it applies closely
and...they just needed some help around it.

Riley, District 13: Wants to remind everyone that at the last assembly we voted to send Chase
to a Special Forum for Inventories. I would not like to hog tie him from bringing the shared
ideas back to us.

Member had asked the writer of the motion to amend it to make it a suggested list and they
declined. We should allow our trusted servant to do the job that he has been asked to do. My
group conscience was to defeat this measure.

Gil, District 14: In favor of this motion. Believes it will cut time down. If we find flaws, we
make changes.

Mary, District 12: In favor of this. How many times have we gone to the conference and we
vote and we vote on what we want to vote. The whole time is taken and we don’t get very
much accomplished. I think that the idea is that if these are not the questions we want, we do
have the option to change them.

Erik, District 5: Question: When is Chase going to this Forum? Gus says August 2011. So we
have over a year and one inventory to get through, correct? Gus says that is correct.

Cherie, District 10: My group is in favor of this motion but would like to ask is if we start with
question #1 and end with question #5, then at the next assembly do we start with question #6
so that we get through them all?

Josh, District 23: Says we provide our Trusted Servants with a pretty birth to take the sense of
the body and try to be as effective as possible. I do believe that our facilitator can take what
we have here and be effective. I'm not too worried about hog-tying anybody. I've seen
guidelines interpreted sometimes loosely and sometimes rigidly. All in an effort to effectively
move us forward. I do believe they will continue to do that.

Amy Beth: As a person who just went to my first DCM sharing I found it very informative. It
was very quick. We voted on which items were to be discussed and then we gave time limits.
I'm seeing even more how we could facilitate a more methodical way of using these questions.
I would also like to point out that question number 12 is kind of an all encompassing question
that kind of gets out there on how we are delivering the message. Which is what we are here
for.

Gus seeing no one at the. We should proceed to a vote.
Vote is taken to determine whether or not the motion fails or passes

Motion Passes
We will now hear from the Minority Opinion
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Minority Opinion Discussion

Cassie, District 7: Aperfectexamp| e of why | ' m opposed to this i:s
DCM Sharing yesterday. The questions were given to our leader at the meeting to address what is
current and what i s going on with our DCM s. I
questions.

Doug, District 22: Our district was against this motionand not because we don’ |
Area I nventory doesn’t n e gukbeaansetheveare io ametfgdénsieg 1 n t
in AA and there is no need to rush into changing this when we have already elected to send one of

our Trusted Servants, and we have already set up an opportunity for them to bring back

experience strength and hope to our Area. Wed on’t want to | ock oursel ve
discussing this again in a year and trying to change the process again.

Kim, District 5: Opposed to the specific questions. Would like to see when we come to the
September Assembly, if we have a chance on Friday to put these questions in order of importance
so we can get right to them when the Inventory starts.

Will, District 19: Opposed at how the motion is written. The motion says that we ask the
questions in order at every inventory. A little concerned that we will not get through the
questions and we will talk about the same questions 3 or 4 times.

Cari, District 4: Area Inventory is not currently in the guidelines. It is more of a tradition. If this
motion does pass then we have to go through the whole process again to modify it.

Gus does not see any more minority opineirthe microphone

At this point the question is asked by the Chair: if there is a member of themajority who would like
to make a motiono re-vote:

Al, District 15 made motion

2nd by Mickie, District 3

Vote is taken to re-vote

We are re-voting

Gus say now we start over. It is open discussion on the motion

Discussion

Dave A, Grapevine: Voted against this motion. My experience as conducting an inventory is
developing an action plan to do something with the results that we get. What I see with this
format is how are we going to decide if only 10 people get to comment on every question, what is
the highest priority for the Oregon Area.

Nick, District 23: We have used this same format and it has worked very well. Having these same

set of questionsthat are out of the AA group pamphl et . I
use the same set of questions. I think the mediators have the ability to break up the times. In

favor of this motion. Glad we are still talking about it.
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Suzanne, Distri ¢t 5 I n order to make an informed vot e
not voting to opposing based on Chase’s return

to make an informed decision.

PJ, District 29: Seems to me that the people who have used this before are talking positively about
it and the people opposed to it are kind of talking. I think with my own personal inventory I did
not think it was going to work but I did it.

Rob, District 4: Ijust want to read the motiononemo r e tEffettize immediately when taking

its own inventory Oregon Area simply asks the attached questions in order and allows discussion to
beginimmediatelyThat ' s 12 questions and | don’t Kknow
a lot of the facilitator to allow very limited time with a lot of emotion impacted by this. This is a

poorly written motion and not enough information to make an informed decision.

Erik, District 5: In favor of this motion. Because I understand from people after attending the last
inventory that half of the time that was allotted, was taken up deciding what questions would be
asked. Regards to having more questions asked, I think #12 opens it up for that. I do realize itis a
lot of questions. Yesterday at the DCM sharing we were able to get through 8 questions.

Anne, Delegate: [ have facilitated this inventory and it is cumbersome. I struggled for 2 years
when [ facilitated this thing as to how to get to the meat of the matter quickly. When you pass
things out ahead of time and you ask them to narrow it down and before you get there nobody
does it. The process is cumbersome. It does not take the entire time that we are there. It just
takes probably the first half hour and then you have 90 minutes to 2 hours, so you have time to
really concentrate on one question. When that one is done then you move onto another question.
What happens is people get inspired when they get down to that one question that is really hot
and everyone wants to talk about it and they do. What happens is you end up with a result that
you can do something with. What happened 2 times ago, it started with the GSR School and we
made a whole bunch of changes with regard to GSR School because of you what you told us and we
wer en’ t toéoghatsYowtdldusiwhat you wanted us to do and we did it. The thing I have
against this, I have nothing against the questions, I have nothing against the inventories; we need
to do t hem. What | " m against italloWesigestbthet i n g

meat of the matter of what

s on your minds right now and on

h c

h o

t

t hat room at t hat moment . That' s what bot her s

going to send Chase; we only have one more inventory. He is going to send out a set of questions
ahead of time so what | ' m asking you to do i
you get there in September.

t

Jade: What this doesn’t a lltimateauthooity ex¢erst thakwhicld i t i o n

is expressed in our group conscience and that process we use in voting on what we want to hear
does reflect the group conscience. I think that this is very critical. Hearing that there is no
flexibility in the motion I am going to have to change my vote.
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Gus: seeing no one at the microphone

We are now going to vote

All those in favor of this motion

All those opposed

Motion Fails

Gus comments on how well everyone conducted themselves. He is very proud of everyone.

Motion #2
New Business Motion #3 from February 2010 Assembly

Oregon Area 58 Motion
Submitted by: Cha-Cha (GSR) District 24

Motion: Submit a request to the Trustees Literature
page 117 inthebook 6 Twe lewes Stnd Twel ve Traditions. 6

Thi s woul d c¢ han g &eatlyreeery soeind huenancbeing fexperiemces, atisome time in
life, a compelling desire to find a maiéthe opposite sewith whom the fullest possible union can be
made.

Toid Ne ar | gound kuenanybeing experiences, at some time in life, a compelling desire to find a
mate with whom the fullest possible union can b

Intent/Purpose: While it is a very important to preserve our historical documents as they are written, it
also may serve us well as a fellowship to be willing to make small adjustments to some of our literature
to help ensure that our effectiveness is never diminished by terms that may have outlived their
usefulness. We can all agree that our Big Book should be left alone, but, as our other literature plays a
crucial role in helping newcomers identify, it is important that we, as a fellowship, pay attention to
opportunities where we can adjust our literature without compromising the integrity of our message. We
feel that this is one of those opportunities.

Current Practice: On occasion, AA does make adjustments to its literature to maintain its

effectiveness. An example of these adjustments in recent years would be our fellowship-wide
examination afttlke pampPpoiman @Al coholic, 06 which v
publication due to Fellowship-wide understanding that it was outdated and may have posed gender bias

concerns among other reasons.

Budgetary Impact: None to Oregon Area, Cost to AA World Services is unknown.
2" by Bob

Discussion:

Gus reminds everyone that what we will be voting on is whether or not we are going to request that our
Trustees Literature consider this. We are not voting on whether or not to delete anything right now.
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Barbara: | had a new GSR with me and on the way home we had discussion around this item and he
pulled out the 12x12 and read the introduction to the book. It reads Alcoholics Anonymous first
published 12 Steps and 12 Traditions in 1953. Bill W who along witBdr.S. founded Alcoholics
Anonymous in 1935 wrote the book to share 18 years of collective experience within the fellowship on
how AA membenecoverand how our societfunctions.

In recent years some members and friends of AA have asked if it vwowigebto update the
language, idioms and historical references in the book to present a more contemporary image for the
Fellowship. However, since the book has helped so many alcoholics find recovery, there exists a strong
sentiment within the Fellowshggainst any change to it. In fact, the 2002 General Service Conference

di scussed this issue and it unani mously r ecomme
Twelve Traditions, written by Bill W., remain as is, recognizing the Fellowshipsfiegls t hat Bi |
writing be retained as originally published. 0

This issue looks like it has already been addressed.

Al: For this motion. The reason is 1) These 4 words are hurtful and 2) It by no means delivers an AA

message and 3) | found outatthelast Del egat ebds report that the co:¢
have a gay friend who has friends that are str a
think we want to hurt our friends. I think this motion should be passed.

Zelda, District 21: My group voted unanimously for the motion. | am a writer and used to get really
defensive of anyone monkeying around with my words but when | became open to constructive
criticism | found others that were better writers.

Suzanne, District5 : A |l ot of the | anguage i s o precedehat ed.
set for changinganyo f Bi | | WO s w dhe dtfer isj just a Sudyestion] a an dxé@nple in
the AA service manual we use the foot note rather thanchangi ng Bi I I Wés word ( Cor

the AA Service Manual i Footnote #10)

100. These restrictions and gender diadtiemitgdesi ons ¢
andl dondétd need to read t he whobupdatingpvbattie gookasp h b u't
trying to say and | felt that the footnote would be an alternative to what the book is trying to say.

Don L, District 27: | participated in my group business meeting and a couple of other business
meetings. The general consensus of the groups was changing the wording was not necessary for the
health of AA. The argument that we have changed and deleted pamphlets is different than the Big Book
or 12x12. We believe the deletion should not happen.

Gigi, District 19: My home group is Old Broads group that has woman that are lesbians and when 1 first
announced that the motion involved changing wor
this.o Then we read it and di stleepasesaeedndnoimalas a (¢
and they do not choose a partner of the opposite sex. So we decided that we would vote in favor of this

motion. To that end there have been changes made to the Big Book & the 12x12, most of which are

asterisk, probably the biggest one in the Big Book is in the Appendix on Spiritual Experience. For this

reason, | think that it is possible for us to make changes other than just in the stories and pamphlets.

Dave, District 14: Hood River does not support any changes in the 12x12 but we support this motion.

We like the idea of submitting ideas, questions to the Literature Committee and to the General
conscience of AA as a whol e. We think thatoés h
that process and think this is a great idea to bring to the Literature Committee to engage that process.

Also | would like to point out that this seems to have 10™ Tradition overtone. At the time Bill wrote the

12x12 in 1951 the nature of ma.thathasclgrgedwhes n 6t r e a
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language that currently exists in the 12x12 sounds a little like the expression of an opinion on the issue
of controversary that we might want to look at and see how Literature Committee responds.

Deb, District 4: Mygroupisinfavor of this moti on. What | can t
was gay and as a result by not being embraced, ended up homeless and was killed down the road. What

| can say is things are not | i ke ditbne ythikthati€é i n t
he were alive today, |l &m not so sure t bfghe he wo

O p p o s i mean noshimgx bsee no point in them being there.

Riley, District 13: My group is voting no and here are their reasons. | came to AA when | was 20

before there were many people under 40 sober. As a female reading the Big Book written for men and

asacloseted leshianb ef or e gay groups were aloud. Even wh
change the words he wrote anymore that | could write to the Grapevine and ask them to change a story

that was offensive to me. Everyone has a better way to say it. | wish I could show you a version of the

Big Book that | wrote 40 vy e aldsgysaegreadingthaidne lHtie i s n o
my responsibility to help teach people that | s
written in its own words. It is also my responsibility to share with other people the pamphlets and

literaturet hat i s written in our own words. |t d6s AAD
and |iterature are updated and inclusive so tha

not to re-write words that Bill has written.

Patrick, District 37: Considering this motion we need to ask ourselves what would Bill W. feel on this

topi c. We need to go to a story in the Novembe
approached Bill Wilson because they had a problem. The problem was 2 Negros (I use the term Negro

because that was the polite term that referred to Blacks or African Americansat t h e Nedgrome ) € . 2
wanted to join their AA group and some were in favor and some were opposed and they asked Bill what

they should do. Bill said the primary message is to carry the message, and the AA program is meant to

be inclusive and it would be exclusive for you to not include them. So they went back to their group and

they included them. The first time that | saw Bill Wilson speak, | saw his mannerism, his facial
expressions and | heard his voice inflections a
wr opeesond f t he o phptwasthetere | weote ixid; and | think that Bill would be in favor

of this.

Shanna, District 24: Inside the Service Manual is the Declaration of Unity statement: This we owe to
A A6 s ;towplace ouecommon welfare first; to keep our Fellowship united. For on AA unity
depends our lives, and the lives of those to come.

Teffeny: Whenever | read this sentence | start laughing because there are 3 or 4 sections that seem off to

me . I al so have a bi gge Meagyeeelylkoamd humantbhingt he wor d
experiences, at some time in life, a compelling desire to find awitatevthom the fullest possible union
canbemadel f |1 d6m not having this ¢ onspuad? Il knowaglotbfe si r e
people who are heterosexual and | know a lot of people who are not. Another problem I have is

Acompel |l in@mdmean rieeéd and it wasndét a compelling
idea. o Al | of these things | could feel excl ud

saying is what is the common denominator that people can relate to. What Bill goes on to say is
sometimes we have this good desire to do something and sometimes it totally backfires. 1 would like for
everyone to read the 12x12 and get beyond the words and see that really we all make mistakes.

Joe, District 24: Talked with a number of our gay fellowship and talked with a number who had
difficulty with the spiritual aspects of the program becauseof missgui ded r el i gi ous tr a
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worth considering the difficulty that some gay members may have in relating to AA and to be sensitive
when considering issues like this.

Stephani e: When | first got my Big Book |
I would not have done that.

Jim: My home group overwhelming voted against this. The word slippery slope kept coming into
question. There are lots of places where things are quaint and antiquated. It starts out that it is very
important to preserve our history as they are written. The budgetary impact says none to Oregon Area
but obviously there will be something because there will be printing.

Hillary, District 33: | came into AA before | was legally old enough to drink. This book was written by
a man that was over ¥2 my age and had a lot of different opinions on things than | did and lived over 50
years before | was even born, probably. 1 just really believe from what my sponsor has taught me that |
have no opinion on outside issues i.e. their sexuality, their religion, whether their feminist, or their
views, their race their politics or anything like that. The thing | do have a strong opinion on is | owe my
life to the literature. My home group and | do not support this motion. | do support the intent of the
motion.

Elizabeth, District 24: Glad this is stirring up so much controversary . |l 6m admiring

sobriety at this conference. Someti mes we

ont o something. It was hard for me reading

primary purpose. Changing a few words in a workbook is not going to eradicate any of our beliefs in
this program. Just want everyone to think about how we can save more drunks.

Kevin, GSR: This raised great discussion in our group. This Ehrase is definitely exclusive. There are
all kinds of phrases in our literature that are exclusive. The 4" edition of the Big Book has a story in it
from an openly gay person. So if you have someone that needs evidence that people of all sexual
preferences are welcome. Our literature is not AA. We are AA and it is our job to be inclusive. The
poi nt | 6 mattsallythesengddl¢ aged wghigetguys are sitting around thinking in this meeting
and what if AA had been founded not by a guy who looked like us but what if AA had been founded by
a devout Buddhist butch lesbian with a crew cut and we were having to wrap our heads around that to
save our lives and | would hope that those people that could identify more with that person than with us,
would be working hard to make us feel welcome.

had

Cha Cha: Called GSO to make sure it is possibl

facts in front of me but the Big Book was

chang

Aunt ouchedod andumawuicthesdady sofilidrdgeljyuyst a small

read a lot of different pamphlets and over and over it says our purpose is to spread the message and to be

inclusive and | donot understand the resistance

Dawn, District 2: We have quite a few gay/lesbian groups and | was very surprised at their vote. At the
last business meeting, it was a resounding no by every member of our group. We have 40-50 members.
They did not want to start nit picking on the literature. Everybody wants to re-write the Big Book and
the 12x12 because the English is not proper we all got sober on it and with the literature the way it is
written. As a female and working with my sponsor we had to work through all of the male-ism in the
Big Book and we got through it just fine.

Glen, District 20: Was not for this motion because it opens the door to make other changes. My home
group was also not for this motion. The District was also not for the motion. However, after hearing
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more information from this Assembly that this motion is just about taking the information back to the
Literature Committee to be discussed; | am for that.

David, District 22: There has always been controversary about changing the Big Book and the 12x12. 1

could change a lot of things. One of the groups | attended for a long time believed in the Big Book and

they believed it was word for word and line for line. The 10" Step says to take a personal inventory and

i f we were wrong we pr o miphthit?y Weardyrchanged enelword inthat. wh a t 6
| feel that any change in the book is a no. If you want to change literature, fine. | heard once that

someone asked Bill W if there was anything that he would change and Bill said that he would change

thewor d ARarelyo to ANever o. But it never <came &

Member from District 21: Group is evenly split. | was opposed to this for all of the reasons that have

been mentioned here but then I realized that | was practicing that contempt part prior to investigation. |

also took a personal inventory and | had to ask myself where was | being fearful, selfish and self-

centered and | realized that | had a lot of fear masquerading as caution. Fear of what happens if we

change the literature. Literature that has served us so well. 1 also realize thinking that | have gotten

through the literature and there are things that | object to and | have become a better person because of

those things; but then also thought there are all flavors of alcoholics. There are people who object to

things so should I be reaching out to them rather than saying they have to have the same experience as |.

|l 6m al so reading AA Comes of Age and there is s
changed the 12 Steps word fromGodto Good and Bill s reaction to th
probably change it back, but if it helps them access the program, then fine. That was the most important

thing to him that people access the program. | wonder if that is the approach we should be taking as

well.

Pam: My group was unanimous in not changing it. They also said what was wrong in grabbing a pencil
and marking it wup i f you donoét I|i ke it.

Samantha, Alternate Treasure: The Hispanic guys who are reading the book in Spanish kept saying
Awhat are these guys talking about ?50 FYIl : in t
Apparently GSO is not adverse to removing these words from this book.

Lana, District 18: Last assembly you gave me a motion to take back to my group, which | did. When |
got up to the mic I left my opinion at the table and | am bringing you the opinion of the group. They
say: Do not change the words in the 12x12. One word now, or it will be many words later. They feel
budgetary impact could affect AA as a whole if we start trying to change and suite everyone

everywher e. My opinion is | dondt know what su
all the time. My group said that if you have a desire to stop drinking, whoever you are, you are
welcome, wanted, and needed. Pr i mary Purpose Group, St. Hel ens

Tom, GSR: Calls the question

Motion to end debate

2" by Lauri, District 7

Vote to end debate - debate has ended

Vote is taken to determine whether or not the motion fails or passes
Motion Fails

Minority Opinion Discussion
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Dave, Di st ri ct 1 4™Editiorof tnk Big Bodk tvher iticdme outtbdeaese itichanged

page 449, acceptance. But | have grnotthete used t o
anymore. The idea of change makes me and some of fellows a little nervous. That is why we allow our

Higher Power work through our group conscience to help us make decisions. What eventually allowed

the Hood River to support this motion is simply the idea that AA as a whole could review this, make any

changes, or make no changes and explain to us why no changes were made and address the idea through

pamphlets or other things. The idea is to get it to the Literature Committee.

Mitch: The majority of my district was against this. Stirred up a lot of alcoholic fear and 98% of those

never come to light. I think this is an awesome show of unity that Oregon Area 58 shows towards the

members of AA. To say that we are not in favor of this, and to say that we are not going to let AA as a
whole | ook at this for other people and we are
me emotional. | hope that someone changes their vote and we let AA as a whole make this decision.

Mary Jo, District 21: My group voted for this motion. When | got the Big Book | went through and

changed a lot of words. Then I relapsed and came back in | was more humble. This process has been a

humbling process and | felt that everyone would accept this and no one will know any better down the

road that there were these 4 words. I under st a
accept the patriarch but I also know the one thing that has kept me coming back are the people in the

rooms. All of the love I have felt in these rooms. | know that this does open a can of worms.

Al : When | first came in as a GSR I was I|li ke w
you represent your group and you vote on motions and you re-writetheBi g Boo k. -write sai d
the Big Book?0d and "Edtienypversherd ad thgresissnothinginewt aboitt this.t h e 4

Karen, GSR: My group voted unanimously that this made sense. It seems that so many people coming
up here were talking about the substance and nature of the question vs. whether or not AA and our input
as a living and breathing group and having input nationally and letting more people contemplate this
motion. In 2002 they decided not to change it, but it is now 2010. If they chose to change this they
would do so in a fiscal responsible way.

Juve: CTF North: In favor of this motion. In the Spanish version there still the phrase, opposite sex.
The only difference is on page 115 not 117. A true story i there was one gay guy that was feeling
discriminated because of his preference and left the meeting crying and God knows where he is. That is
my point to be inclusive; I need to be careful as to how I act. When 1 first came to AA | came hating
him because of his preference, hating her because of this or that and little by little | have learned the true
meaning of love is by being inclusive, so please lets go for this.

Stephanie: My group is not unanimous. | feel thatpeoplewh o ar e saying thayt we
language, should think about the fact this language is a statement of the opposite sex, in a sentence that

talks about compelling desire to find a mate with whom the fullest possible union can be made. Of all

the things that are said in the 12x12 sayingt hat t hi s | anguage ilfindparti cul
painfultohear. I f i nd that the | anguage itself doesnoét

c hange a&hande; | operthat people will consider their views.

Kim, District 5: My group unanimously approved the change but after being here and hearing all of the
opinions, my opinion has changed. | would like the opportunity to take this back to my group once
again and possibly change the vote.
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Michael, GSR: Remember that in the Big Book, the Forward to the 1* Edition, Roman numeral XX,
clearly states that AA is not a religious organization but if you are coming about this with religion or
moral issues, you may want to read it over again.

Anne, District 15: Speaking as an overly sensitive, formerly bald busting butch dyke who wore a crew

cut 1 &m here to vote my group conscience. They
know why. Maybe they thought they would hurt my feelings. I think they believe that this is not an

issue of sexual preference. They believe that it is an issue of willingness to change in Alcoholics
Anonymous. When | got hear the first thing I r
you want too and mnmhathiinfgsimditamigrerg . ohdang@gess my | ol
is not going to kill us, alcohol will.

Mariland, GSR: The Big Book that I haveisthe 4" Ed i t i on . " printingdvehigtsmeadst s a 'y
there have been 4 different changes at a minimum to the Big Book. 1 also want to make sure that people
arendét getting |l ost in their passion for the <ch

higher level than us to discuss these changes.

Debbie, District 4: 1 haveastoryabout a gay friend who when he sets
he is gay and hedés ok with t hvwhowouldookhthimdvho o k wi t
have caught his eye would look away. They do not come and give him a hug at the end of the meeting

like a manly man. He has felt excluded and he is hanging on by his ass. It would be very hard to be gay

and recover in my district so I6m really asking

Gus had a request to keep the chatter down at the tables seplea

Eric, District 5: When | first came here | was Agnostic and one of the first things | was taught was

H.O.W. | had to be Open minded and willingt o accept the fact that ther:
come immediately. If there is anything in this book that can keep anyone from accepting this program |

think it should be removed. The Big Book can be changed; I doubt it ever will, but it saved life. | see

no problem with sending this on.

Rhonda: I to hate coming to the mic but I do believe strongly in the Right of Appeal. If I leave here
without having said what | feel on this issue nh
informed group conscience. | sponsor with woman and we go through the literature together in that

way. Thequest i on t hat comes up with theWwaupdsththishat |
sexist | anguage in our book?06 and it always | ea
having this discussion. | was able to meet with a woman that | sponsor and | was able to tell her that we

were talking about this right now at the Area L
talking about. Itis lively. It is dynamic. It seems like those of us here have been able to look past some

of the verbiage in our books and we have been able to stay sober but we are not hearing from the people

that have not been able to stay sober.

Jeff, District 31: What bothers me is we are supposed to speak the language of the heart and I think with
this we are voting with our heads and not our hearts.

Norm, District 6: | know there are a lot of people because their group told them to vote a certain way.
Given what else has been discussed, there might be some more information that we could take back to
our groups to help them make a more informed group decision. 1 think there is a lot of mis-conception.

Gusi seeing no one at the microphone
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If someone who voted against this motion is willing to make a motion to revote?
Micki, District 3; Angela District 4; 2"

Vote is taken to re-vote on this motion

We are re-voting

Re-voting: All of those in favor of this motion
Opposed:

Motion stands as failed

Gus asks for a simple show of hands to extend the meeting till 1:00 PM?
Who would like to havéné meeting end as promptly as possibW@ go with this. Thank you!

Gus: This motion, th011ProposedBudgetwill be automatically tabled and sent back to the groups.
It will be the first order of business in Old Business at the Septe2ft@Assemly. | need a motion:
Dawn, District 2

2" by Angela, District 4

Assembly Reports:
Reports were presented by the Host Committees for each of the Area Assemblies from November 2009
through May 2011.

Final Treasurer’s Report:

Came in to Assembly: $20,835.79
Checks Written: $16,606.10
Ending Balance: $4,229.69

Finance Committee:

Michael, Finance Chair: After Ron announced our ending balance, in the Oregon Area
Guidelines it states that I have to let you know that we do not have the money. So could you
please take that back to your groups. Did everyone understand the corrections at the top?
Good. Just want to make sure of that.

Gus: I have been informed that we have 2 additional items of New Business. Are you interested in
changing your mind about leaving early? The motions cannot be read unless I'm introducing them.
Al, District 15 makes a motion to extend meeting until 1:00 PM.

2nd by Dave District 14

All in favor

All opposed

Gus thinks no one wants to stay so now he needs a motion to close.

Motion to close by Micki, District 3

2nd by Angela, District 4

All those in favor

The meeting is closed.

Close with the responsibility statement.

Meeting adjourned around 12:15 PM or so

Final Chair Announcements
See “Area Chair Announcements’ presented above.
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